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This policy summarises the TreeStation’s environmental approach, and details specific commitments and practices. It is based 
on our overall Ethical Policy. 

 

The TreeStation’s core activities are environmentally beneficial 

The TreeStation was founded to deliver an environmental benefit, and this is reflected in our mission, business model, ethics 
(see separate Ethical Policy) and practices. Our core activities benefit the local and wider environment: 

 Carbon reduction – we encourage the use of sustainable and local biomass fuel for heating. Where this displaces 

fossil fuels there is a net reduction in carbon emissions. 

 Optimum upcycling of treework by-products – we produce a wide range of products from a diverse range of 

activities, making sure each piece of wood produced as a by-product of treework is used to its best potential. In this 

way, we aim to reduce the quantity of wood going to landfill. 

 Increased biodiversity and enhanced amenity value for local communities – we deliver sustainable woodland 

management 

 Reduced deforestation – we provide a local and sustainable alternative to timber imports. 

 Awareness raising - by extending and publicising our work, we make more people aware of the environmental 

aspects of energy strategy and use, and offer them a practical means of taking action to reduce their own carbon 

emissions. 

 

Our principles 

The TreeStation is part of the growing movement towards living and working in an environmentally and socially conscious 
way.  As a not-for-profit organisation, we genuinely believe that the preservation of the planet’s natural resources and 
systems should come before excessive profits or personal gain. We see the development of renewable energies, the tackling 
of climate change, the conservation of biodiversity, and the minimisation of our use of resources as urgent and critical issues. 

We recognise that environmental factors cannot be treated in isolation, and that most ethical decisions will encompass a 
complex relation between environmental, social and economic issues. The TreeStation approaches all environmental and 
ethical decisions in a spirit of consistency, pragmatism, transparency, responsibility to the community, and mitigation. For 
more details, see our Ethical Policy. 

 

Implementation 

We are firmly committed to putting our values into practice and do this when making decisions relating to all aspects of our 
work, including work methods, type of work undertaken (direct and indirect outcomes), third parties we do business with 
and/or support, procurement and in-house routines. 

 

Direct carbon emissions from our activities 

We recognise that the management of woodland, and the transporting and processing of woody products use a substantial 
amount of fossil fuel energy and that this is the main environmental non-beneficial impact of the TreeStation. We try hard to 
minimise this: 

 Our standard wood drying process is air-drying, to keep the embedded carbon as low as possible. The only 

exceptions to this are (i) kilning of sawn timber, which must be dried further to ensure suitability for indoor use and 

(ii) exceptional circumstances where a small amount of timber destined to firewood production needs to be kilned. 

This has typically amounted to less than 3% of our firewood and kindling sale volume of the last 2 years (last 

updated July 2013). 

 We also limit the area in which we do business to minimise fuel use and related carbon emissions. In practice, the 

vast majority of our work and clientele is within Greater Manchester. In this way we strive to minimise the amount 

of fossil fuels used in producing our products and believe that our woodchip, firewood and other products are 

produced using less fossil fuel energy per kWh or tonne than those offered by our competitors. 

 We keep our lorries, tractors and other machinery well maintained and turn them off when not in use. As far as is 

practical we run vehicles with full loads in both directions and use the most fuel efficient route. We generally 

organise our logistics so as to keep the embedded carbon as low as possible. 
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 We proactively maintain our machinery so as to avoid premature wear and tear and associated inefficiencies, 

resources use and wastage. 

 

Biodiversity 

 We encourage our customers to ensure specimen and/or rare trees and other plants are retained or protected and 

make sure our operations do not damage them.  

 We will not conduct operations that will disturb uncommon birds, animals and other species, especially during the 

breeding season, on which we can advise. 

 We are familiar with our legal obligations under the wildlife protection legislation, particularly as it relates to nesting 

birds and bats, and carry out assessment to ensure we cause no harm to these animals. 

 

Sustainable management of woodlands and urban trees 

 There are usually a large number of factors to assess and weigh up when tendering for a contract or choosing a sub-

contractor. The Ethical Policy provides a framework for decision-making. 

 Our woodland management work is done on sites on which a felling licence is in place. 

 Our arboricultural work (individual trees) is checked with the Local Authority to ensure no Tree Protection Order is 

in place; if there is we ensure consent is gained before the work is carried out. 

 Our consultancy, advice and surveys are always impartial, objective, and independent. We pride ourselves on 

providing environmentally-focused services which balance various factors including carbon, biodiversity, erosion, 

etc. 

 Wherever possible, we use the lowest ground pressure plant and equipment we can, to minimise damage to the soil 

and plant life, and avoid soil erosion and runoff into local water courses. 

 We use low-impact extraction techniques to extract timber from our sites where feasible. 

 We aim to balance the need to source timber from local woodlands with the conservation imperatives of increasing 

deadwood habitats. 

 

Timber supply chain 

 All our products are exclusively made from virgin wood. 

 We will never buy imported timber. 

 We maximise our use of treework and woodland management arisings from the Greater Manchester area to 

minimise fuel use and related carbon emissions. 

 When we need to purchase timber to complement our feedstock, we always do so legally, sustainably and as locally 

as possible (mostly within North West) and we take reasonable steps to ascertain its origin. 

 We work with a small number of trusted hauliers of known probity. 

 

Waste management  

 We strive to find a worthy and relevant use for all our woody by-products, and keep woody waste to zero. Currently 

all of our woody by-products are put to good use: e.g. animal bedding, mushroom cultivation, biochar production, 

Hugel culture, mulch, compost, etc (last updated July 2013). 

 We reduce waste through effective resource purchasing and avoidance of excess packaging. 

 The office and workshops waste is thoroughly segregated, re-used wherever possible, and recycled. Only a very 

small proportion which cannot be recycled is disposed in landfill. 

 We avoid the use of disposable products where a reusable alternative is available. 

 We will not replace computers and other electronic equipment when existing machines can be upgraded.  

 

Energy 

 We only use electricity made from non-nuclear renewable sources, our provider is currently Good Energy (last 

reviewed July 2013). 

 Lighting in the yard is via low energy LED floodlights whilst indoor lighting is by efficient fluorescent tubes / low 

energy light bulbs. Other electric appliances are selected for their efficiency and only used where required. 
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 Our office building is not centrally heated and we maintain them at a comfortable temperature in-line with 

government guidance on the subject. We are planning to install a wood burning stove fed by offcuts from the 

operations in our yard, supplemented as necessary by small fan heaters. The buildings are not yet double glazed 

though we have improved their insulation. We plan to further upgrade our premises to the highest standards we can 

afford as soon as our limited funds allow. 

 

Water 

 Our operations require very limited water use. Our supply is metered, which helps identify wastage and leakages. 

 Timber yards can suffer from oil leaks and fuel spills from vehicles and plant. We take great care to minimise these, 

clean them up as soon as they happen and so prevent any harmful pollutants entering the drainage system. 

 

Procurement, finance and trading relationships 

 We will ideally aim to avoid working with/for or to purchase from any organisations whose practises or interests 

conflict with our values. This could be due to the nature of their products or services, or the nature of their working 

processes or interests. 

 We actively seek to purchase goods and services from local community enterprises and businesses with strong 

environmental and ethical policies and practices - e.g. printing, sourcing of IT material, office stationery, etc. By 

preferring locally sourced goods and services, we minimise the need for long distance transport and associated 

environmental impact. 

 All finance that we generate or invest should play an ethical and environmentally positive role in the world 

economy. 

 When we do need to trade with financial institutions, we ensure that our banking, investments, pensions and 

insurance are all provided by organisations that demonstrate that they use funds in environmentally positive and 

ethical ways. We currently bank with the Co-operative bank (last updated July 2013). 

 Where we can, we try to influence our suppliers/partners ethical practices through our trading relationship. 

 

Other resources use/usage 

 We use second-hand, recycled and environmentally-friendly plant, welfare and office equipment wherever possible. 

If we do have to buy new items for the offices or yard, then we seek out ‘eco-labelling’ and try to buy the least 

environmentally harmful equipment, taking both its manufacture and operation into account. When selecting 

replacements for our fleet / plant, fuel efficiency is a key factor in our choices. 

 Where appropriate and feasible, we share some resources with other projects - e.g. specialist plant, space in the 

yard, etc. 

 We strive to use reclaimed materials and products for any refurbishment or building works and where that is not 

possible use products that are as environmentally friendly and locally sourced as possible. We actively seek out and 

buy alternatives to plastics, especially PVC. 

 We do not support the use of biofuels (including biodiesel) produced from cleared forests or agricultural land, but 

where possible we will use biodiesel made from recycled waste oils 

 

Transport 

 We pay attention to cyclists and their safety.  

 We encourage our team to use bicycles and public transport for commuting. When members of staff are working 

off-site we encourage direct commuting from home to site rather that via the office/yard. 

 

Support to other environmentally beneficial projects 

 Where the TreeStation’s financial situation allows, we will invest, lend or donate the financial surpluses to projects 

or initiatives promoting values similar to ours. 

 We are working to ensure the longevity of traditional wood industries, enhancing the sustainable management of 

UK woodlands and supporting emerging new technologies that are environmentally beneficial. 


